
Arden Friel in his gun workshop at Clover Lick. 


Gunsmith 
on the Greenbrier 

Jem Frill, 54, has been making guns for 39 years 
but still doesn't consider himself professional. 

BY WILLIAM C. BLIZZARD 


Before the Clvfl War over, tbe 
tnuule-k»<Hn K nfle w M Uid hi 

hirtary • nttte. replaced by bree*h-1«*«t. 
m tike the Sharp* i*rbin» and ii* *v>c>- 
eeaaor*. 

V*< today in W«l Virginia you my ordor 


a are flintlock or tMenwawn-m munie-ioad 




afeopa which are w#U known for atamafartar> 
tn« the antique weapon* Such chop* are to 
rated in Ktttna. WrPater Springs. Burkha* 
non. aad Clover Lick. 

Oo\er Uck. in caw you didn't know, la 
in Pocahontas county, near Stony Bottom It 
U IS miles from Marlin Ion and nine mile* 
from Cam. arreaatblc by blacktop road 
which might be mistaken, ui poor light by a 


man. for a fal blaeksnak*. 

Arden Friel u the Clover Lick gunsmith 
His home pniliea beside the i. recntir tor Hlv 
or. and hie shop, which hou*«* a (antasiK 
congtomerAioo of machinery, gun parts 

^ ,Dd lc * n * <H, * UI,I 
Friel. who is now M. says he has been mak 
ing guns since be was IS But he doesn't con 


“I wm a machmut.” be said, “for a whil 
In Cleveland, but most all my life I was 
coal miner in West Virginia I worked I 
several places, and was always a hand Unu 
er. One of the reasons 1 quit the mines wa 
the new machines that come in No mot 
hand loading now. and that's what I liked I 
do." 

Arden Friel do««* not appear to be the ao 
of man who could be hurried or excited. ev« 
by the possibility of sudden fortune. Ilia II 
ing room la filled largely by a wood burnli 
stove and dosens of guns in need of repal 
For Friel does a big repair busmens in a 
dll ion to manufacturing handmade weaput 
Other rifles, pistols, and shotguns in go 
working order festoon the walls 
"Only have one gun for sale now.” he M 
“and it's a modern gun. a varmint rifle 
He handed me a beautiful weapon, a hat 
crafted .22-250 rifle with a Douglas (U. 
Douglas of Charleston) barrel, Maoncr actii 
and an unusual stock made from a bla 
supplied by a commercial dealer. 

'That stock," said Friel, “is laminated w 
nut and maple. There'a a base for a act 
mount on this gun." 

Telescopic sights arc mounted on si 
high-velocity rifles for the simple reason t 
they reach out hundreds of yards to targ 
barely visible to the naked eye. The slug 
no bigger in diameter than that in the 
22 at the carnival shooting gallery, but 
powder charge in the .22-250 could blow 
carnival rifle to pieces, if it were poss 
to gel the bigger shell in the chamber. 

Frlel's biggest order right now is tr 
Kyle Neighbors of Cass. Neighbors has a i 
s«*um at Cass, but is working on a more I 
bilious project for which be wants Friel 
make him to muzzle-loading rifles. Friel a 
be may do it and be may not 
Neighbors' idea for his new enterprise 
Cass is an interesting one which should 
profitable At the point on Bold Knob wb 
the Cass Scenic Railroad stops be plant 
set up a ' wagon train" of Cooeetogas, | 
































































W me guns he has in 


repair, 

































